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ABOUT PROVEN WINNERS® COLORCHOICE®

Proven Winners’ goal is to make gardening easier, more colorful, and more 
rewarding to you and your family.  

A Better Garden Starts With A Better Plant.

That’s what we’re all about. Better plants. It’s not enough to offer 

something new; we won’t introduce a plant unless it’s a 

distinct improvement. It might be smaller, so it 

fits easily into your landscape and you don’t 

need to prune. Or more disease-resistant, 

so you don’t need to spray. We like color, 

too. Brighter flowers, colorful foliage, and 

longer bloom times mean Proven Winners 

ColorChoice plants add more color to your 

home without more work.

You don’t need to be an expert to pick the right 

plant for your garden.

That’s our job. Our team of professional horticulturists 

carefully selects and tests new plants, and chooses only 

the best varieties to be Proven Winners. Choosing plants in 

the white Proven Winners container is a simple way to make 

the right choice for your garden.

We offer plenty of information for your online research, too.  

Go ahead and browse the complete Proven Winners collection at  

www.provenwinners.com, and select the perfect plants for your 

garden. And should you have questions about your plant, more 

expert help is just a click away. Go to our online feedback site to ask the 

horticulturist about your particular situation.

We think everyone deserves a better garden. So let’s get started on yours!
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BOTANICAL NAME TO COMMON NAME REFERENCE INDEX

Common Name  Botanical Name Pg. #

Abelia Abelia 10

Arborvitae  Thuja 12

Azalea  Rhododendron 10-11

Barberry  Berberis 13

Beautybush  Kolkwitzia 13

Bigleaf Hydrangea  Hydrangea macrophylla 23-27

Boxwood  Buxus 15

Bluebeard  Caryopteris 14

Bracted Hydrangea  Hydrangea involucrata 22

Buckthorn  Rhamnus 15

Burning Bush  Euonymus alatus 15

Bush Cinquefoil  Potentilla 34

Butterfly Bush  Buddleia 16-17

Coral Berry  Symphoricarpos 18

Deutzia  Deutzia 18

Dogwood  Cornus 18

Dyers-Greenwood  Genista 19

Elderberry  Sambucus 19

False Cypress  Chamaecyparis 20

Forsythia  Forsythia 20

Hardy Hydrangea  Hydrangea paniculata 28-29

Holly - Blue Ilex x meservae 21

Holly - Japanese Ilex crenata 22

Hydrangea arborescens Smoothleaf Hydrangea 30-31

Juniper  Juniperous 32

Lilac  Syringa 32

New Jersey Tea  Ceanothus 33

Ninebark  Physocarpus 33

Pearl Bush  Exochorda 34

Pheasant Berry  Leycesteria 34

Quince  Chaenomeles 35

Rose  Rosa 38-40

Rose of Sharon  Hibiscus 36-37

Siberian Cypress  Microbiota 40

Spirea  Spiraea 40-41

St. John’s Wort  Hypericum 42

Summersweet Clethra 42

Sweetspire  Itea 42

Viburnum  Viburnum 43

Weigela  Weigela 44-46

Winterberry  Ilex verticillata 47

Wintercreeper  Euonymus fortunei 48

ON THE COVER
Lilacs are a longtime garden favorite. Their 

sweet fragrance and beautiful flowers 

mean spring has arrived. Lovely as they are, 

traditional lilac varieties provide only a week 

or two of interest. 

Until now. 

Bloomerang is a new lilac variety that 

indulges gardeners with months, not weeks, 

of beautiful, fragrant flowers. It produces a 

bumper crop of fragrant lavender flowers 

in spring, and then continues to rebloom 

from mid summer until frost. Many 

gardeners will enjoy flowers through 

Halloween!

Bloomerang is a compact plant that fits 

easily into most landscapes. Gardeners 

who have been reluctant to allocate space 

to a plant that is interesting for only a few 

weeks can now enjoy lilac flowers spring, 

summer and fall.

Join our Facebook family and 
get plant updates, gardening 
ideas, and helpful advice 
from other gardeners.

www.facebook.com/pwcolorchoice
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Find out more answers to  
your gardening questions  
at www.provenwinners.com

GARDENING FAQ’s

Regular pruning 
means more 

blooms

Before Pruning After Pruning

HOW AND WHEN DO I PRUNE MY SHRUBS?

WHAT ABOUT FERTILIZING?

As a rule of thumb, spring-flowering 

shrubs should be pruned immediately 

after flowering, and summer flower 

shrubs should be pruned in spring.  

If you do make a mistake, don’t 

worry – you haven’t hurt the shrub 

permanently.  It may not flower 

this year, but will bounce back the 

following year.

Try not to trim plants into tight shapes.  

Lots of shallow surface pruning can 

result in a weak-stemmed plant that 

does not flower well.  Selective pruning 

of branches down to the ground leads 

to healthier plants with more natural, 

graceful habits.

Work some controlled release flowering shrub (or 

evergreen) fertilizer into the soil around the plant in 

early spring.  This is all the fertilizing most shrubs will 

need.  A few plants, like hydrangeas and hibiscus, may 

need supplemental feeding with a liquid fertilizer in 

summer.  Don’t fertilize in late summer as this will make 

it difficult for the plant to harden off for the winter.

Use a Shrub and Tree fertilizer in the spring and summer stopping, by July. Fertilizing later in the season can encourage new growth and make it difficult for the plant to harden off for the winter.

TIP:
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DEER ARE A REAL PROBLEM IN MY GARDEN. WHAT CAN I DO?

HOW SHOULD I WATER MY PLANTS?

Deer can be a challenge to gardeners.  

Start by selecting plants which are 

resistant to deer browsing.  Resistant 

doesn’t mean deer-proof; deer will eat 

just about anything if they get hungry 

enough.  You’ll find a list of deer-

resistant plants on our website.

There are many home-made and 

commercial repellants available.  You 

will need to experiment to see which 

work best for you.  Remember that 

frequent reapplication, especially in 

wet weather, may be needed.

Established shrubs typically do not 

need supplemental watering except 

in very hot, dry conditions.  However, 

newly planted shrubs will need 

watering while they adapt to your 

garden.  Long, deep soaks are better 

than frequent, shallow sprinkles.  First 

moisten the soil and let the water soak 

in.  Then come back and soak the 

ground thoroughly.  Remember that 

plants in containers will need more 

frequent watering than those in the 

ground.

When first planting a shrub, especially in the summer, it must be watered daily. Then gradually ease off watering from every day to every other day and so on.

When first planting a shrub, especially 

TIP:



AWARD WINNERS

Our plants aren’t just better – they’re the best!  
Check out our Honor Role of Award-Winners!

SUNJOY® GOLD PILLAR Barberry – 
Plantarium Bronze Medal

Wine & Roses® Weigela – 
multifple, including Pennsylvania Horticultural  

Society Gold Medal

‘Limelight’ Hydrangea – 
multiple, including Cut Flower of the Year  
(American Society of Cut Flower Growers)

‘Miss Ruby’ Butterfly Bush – 
#1 in Royal Horticulture Society trials

 Lo & Behold® ‘Blue Chip’ Butterfly Bush – 
multiple, including Showstopper Plant,  

North Carolina State JC Raulston Arboretum

Chardonnay Pearls® Deutzia – 
Way Hot 100, Garden Design magazine

White Chiffon™ Rose of Sharon – 
multiple, including Top Pick from  

the Dallas Arboretum

Summer Wine® Ninebark – 
Theodore Klein Award, Kentucky Nursery &  

Landscape Association

Lavender Chiffon™ Rose of Sharon – 
multiple, including the Mail Order Gardening 

Association Green Thumb Award

4
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Because of their colorful foliage, many Proven Winners plants shine from spring through fall!  
Try to include a few of these hard-working plants in your garden for season-long color.

Other Proven Winners varieties have extended bloom times.

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR GARDEN  BY INCLUDING PLANTS FOR ALL FOUR SEASONS!

SPRING

Forsythia
Pearl-bush
Quince
Weigela
Spirea

SUMMER

Buddleia
Rose of Sharon
Hardy Hydrangea
Roses
Bluebeard

FALL

Burning Bush
Sweetspire
Viburnum
Hardy Hydrangea

WINTER

Red Twig Dogwood
Boxwood
Winterberry
Holly
Wintercreeper

Sunjoy® Gold Beret
Barberry

‘Blue Chip’
Butterfly Bush

My Monet®

Weigela
Summer Wine®

Ninebark

Bloomerang®

Lilac
Invincibelle® Spirit

Hydrangea

Black Lace™

Elderberry

Home Run®

Rose
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BASIC GARDEN DESIGN  

PLANT SIZES

REALLY TALL PLANTS:
Save these for screens or windbreaks.   
They grow too tall to be good choices  
for the front yard or near the house:

• ARBORVITAE: ‘American Pillar’ and   
 Spring Grove® 

TALL PLANTS:
Suitable for the back of the mixed border,  
or perhaps at the corner of the house (if no 
windows will be blocked). Often good for 
hedges.

• ARBORVITAE: Techny Gold™ 

• BUCKTHORN

• ELDERBERRY: Black Lace™

• HOLLY

• HYDRANGEA: ‘Limelight’, Pinky Winky™

• NINEBARK: Summer Wine®

• ROSE OF SHARON

• VIBURNUM

MEDIUM PLANTS:
Good for foundation plantings, but watch 
the mature size relative to windows. Also 
suitable for mixed borders or low hedges. 

• AZALEA: Bloom-A-Thon™

• BARBERRY: Sunjoy™ Gold Pillar

• BLUEBEARD: Sunshine Blue®

• BUTTERFLY BUSH: ‘Miss Molly’  
 and ‘Miss Ruby’

• HYDRANGEA: Let’s Dance® Series
 Little Lime™, Invincibelle® Spirit

• LILAC: Bloomerang® Purple

• QUINCE: Double Take™

• WEIGELA: Ghost™,  Wine & Roses®

SHORT PLANTS:  
Perfect for the front of borders and beds.  
Also good for lining walkways.

• BARBERRY: Sunjoy™ Gold Beret

• BUTTERFLY BUSH: Lo & Behold®  
 ‘Blue Chip’

• BOXWOOD

• DEUTZIA 

• FORSYTHIA: Show Off™ Starlet

• ROSES: Oso Easy® Fragrant Spreader,  
 Paprika, Peachy Cream and   
 Strawberry Crush 

• SPIREA

• SWEETSPIRE: Little Henry®

• WEIGELA: My Monet®, 

• WINTERCREEPER

Position tall plants in the back and shorter ones in front – pretty basic advice, right?  
Still, it can be hard to figure out what should go where when you’re dealing with 
a lot of small pots.  That cute little three foot tall evergreen might eventually grow 
over twenty feet tall, but you won’t know that unless you inspect the plant tag.

Here’s a quick reference for our plants’ mature sizes:

SUN OR SHADE?

Plant descriptions include recommendations for how much light a plant 
needs. A description may indicate full or part shade; go towards full 
sun in more Northern climates and part shade in Southern ones.

FULL SUN means at least 6 full hours of direct sunlight each day.

PARTIAL SHADE means 3-6 hours of sun per day.  Plants which 
prefer this may struggle with direct sun.

FULL SHADE is less than three hours of direct sunlight each day.

GOOD PLANTS FOR FULL SUN INCLUDE roses, bluebeard, lilacs, 
butterfly bush, hardy hydrangea, forsythia, Rose of Sharon, 
ninebark and weigela.

PLANTS FOR PARTIAL SHADE INCLUDE abelia, summersweet, red 
twig dogwood, wintercreeper, bigleaf hydrangeas, holly, 
Siberian cypress, arborvitae, and viburnum.

PLANTS FOR SHADE include boxwood and sweetspire.

20ft+

10ft

Really Tall Tall Medium Short
0
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FIND THE PERFECT PLANT FOR YOUR GARDEN WITH OUR PLANT 
SEARCH ENGINE.
Indicate where you’ll plant it (sun or shade) and the features you’d like, such 
as height and color, and get a list of plants just for you!

Gardening information, from hardiness zones to design tips, is available 
online, too.  And if you have a specific question, send it to our expert team 
via the feedback site: www.provenwinners.com

PROVEN WINNERS IS YOUR 24/7 SOURCE FOR GARDENING INFORMATION!

ONLINE RESOURCES

www.provenwinners.com

ARE YOU READY FOR MORE GARDENING FUN?  
Join our Facebook family and get plant updates, gardening 
ideas, and helpful advice from other gardeners.

informative video clips

comments & feedback

www.facebook.com/pwcolorchoice
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PLANTING TIPS
SOIL. Most shrubs prefer moist, well-drained soil.  A few, such as Butterfly 
Bush and Bluebeard, need loose, fairly dry soil.  So what kind of soil do you 
have? Dig a hole about the size of a one-gallon plant container, and fill it 
with water. If it drains away in about an hour, you have very well-drained, 
sandy soil. If the water takes a couple hours to drain, you’re in luck. You 
have the moist, well-drained soils gardeners want.  If your hole takes more 
than four hours to drain, you have poorly drained soil. Poorly drained soil 
and heavy clay soils can be challenging to plants, and should be amended 
before investing in plants.  

WHEN TO PLANT. Flowering shrubs can be planted almost any time of 
the year, although you will need to be extra diligent about watering if you 
plant them during the heat of summer. Any newly planted shrub will 
need regular watering during its first season in your garden. 
After that, most shrubs will do well without 
supplemental watering, although watering 
during dry conditions will help them 
to flower better.

1.  BIGGER ISN’T ALWAYS BETTER. A smaller plant with good branching  
structure is a better choice than a tall, leggy specimen. A well-grown plant  
will have been pruned or pinched to stimulate branching, and will be a nice,  
solid specimen.

2. CHECK THE ROOTS. Go ahead and ease the plant out of the pot to examine  
the roots. They should be white or light brown, and fill the pot so they hold  
the potting soil in place. If half of the soil remains in the pot, the plant isn’t  
fully rooted and needs to grow in its container for a while longer. On the  
other hand, roots that completely fill the pot, even circling around it, indicate  
a root bound plant. If you do buy a root bound plant, try to ease the roots  
apart when planting. It will need some extra watering, too.

3.  LOOK BEYOND THE FLOWERS. While it’s always tempting to buy a plant  
that’s loaded with flowers, a plant with flower buds waiting to open will  
reward you by blooming when you get it home.  It’s also worth looking at  
plants that aren’t in bloom at all. If you visit the garden center only in May,  
and buy only plants in bloom, you’ll miss out on months of early spring,  
summer and fall color in your garden.

4. CONSIDER THE OVERALL HEALTH OF THE PLANT.  
Unless it’s a yellow-leafed variety, you want to see  
healthy green leaves. The soil should be moist, and  
there should not be pests or weeds in the container.  
If you can, hold the pot at eye level - there should be  
foliage throughout the plant, not just at the top.

HOW TO SHOP FOR A PLANT

4. CONSIDER THE OVERALL HEALTH OF THE PLANT. 

If you can, hold the pot at eye level - there should be 

HOW TO PLANT. Dig a hole about twice the size of the 
container, and loosen the roots. Remove any tags or wires, and 
position the plant in the hole. Fill the hole with the original soil, 
pausing about halfway full to reposition the plant if necessary. 
Unless the soil is very poor you do not need to add compost 
or other organic material to the hole. Your plant probably has 
controlled release fertilizer in its potting mix, so you do not need 

to add any when planting. You will want to work some into the 
soil around the plant the following spring.

HOW TO WATER. Water the plant, first moistening the 
soil, then soaking it well. You may need to do this every 
day for the first week or so, then gradually wean the 

plant off of frequent watering so it develops a nice, 
deep root system. You will likely need to water 

the plant at least once a week during its 
first season in your garden, but once 

established, most shrubs will do 
well without watering.
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PLANT TAGS EXPLAINED
There is a lot of information on 
plant tags that can be confusing to 
gardeners.  Understanding what plant 
tags can help you select the best plants 
for your garden, and learn how to take 
care of them. 

Many gardeners save plant tags for 
future reference. They are helpful if 
you should have a question about 
the plant in the future, both for the 
information they contain and because 
they provide the precise name of the 
plant should you wish to search for 
information online.

VARIETY NAME: An easy to remember 
name that is used to distinguish this 
plant from others like it. There are many 
different varieties of Weigela, but only 
one Wine & Roses®.

COMMON NAME: A casual name 
for the plant used by gardeners. These 
are often colorful and descriptive, 
but can vary from place to place.  
Common names may be used for more 
than one type of plant, which is why 
horticulturists prefer botanic names.

BOTANIC NAME: The formal Latin 
name for the plant. It includes the 
plant genus and specie. This name is 
universal, so a gardener in Japan will 
know exactly what a German gardener 
is talking about. Referencing this 
name for online searches or in books 
may result in quicker, more accurate 
information.

CULTIVAR NAME: Sometimes this 
is the same as the variety name. It is 
the name of this particular plant clone.  
Every plant with this name is the same 
genetically.

PLANT PATENT NUMBERS: Just 
like other inventors, plant breeders 
can protect their work with patents. 
It is illegal to propagate a patented 
plant without permission. The phrases 
ppaf and cbraf indicate that a patent 
application has been submitted.

USDA ZONE: Gives you an idea of 
where the plant will grow. Refer to the 
USDA Zone Map on p. 49 to determine 
your zone.

HABIT ICON: This is how tall and wide 
you can expect the plant to grow, and 
also indicates what shape it will be. This 
is important as you think about where 
to plant your purchase.

HEAT ZONE: From the American 
Horticultural Society. This indicates 
approximately how far south a plant 
will grow. Heat can be just as limiting 
as cold! Check www.ahs.org for an 
up-to-date heat map.

Little Lime™

Hydrangea
H. paniculata ‘Jane’ ppaf, cbr#5914

A new dwarf form of the ever popular ‘Limelight’ 
Hydrangea. Little Lime Hydrangea sports the same great 
flowers and coloration as Limelight but at one third the 
size you can fit it in any spot in your garden. 

• Dwarf ‘Limelight’
• Same flowers in a smaller package
• Hardy and easy to grow

USDA 3, AHS 8, 3-5 feetThe propagation of, and/or the sale of plant parts is prohibited without a license. 
La propagation ou la vente de parties de plantes est interdite sans permis.
Esta prohibita la propagacion y/o venta de partes vegetales sin licencia.

Proven Winners® ColorChoice® shrubs are bred and selected by expert horticultur-
ists to give you lots of color without all the work. Choosing the right plants is our 
job. Enjoying them is yours. Find out more at www.provenwinners.com
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Bringing you the
most cutting edge and

innovative shrubs
for your garden.

COLOR CHOICE
F L O W E R I N G  S H R U B S

Little Lime™ 
Hardy Hydrangea

Bringing you the

most cutting edge and

innovative shrubs

for your garden.COLOR CHOICE
F L O W E R I N G  S H R U B S

Bloomerang® Purple
Reblooming Lilac

Bringing you themost cutting edge andinnovative shrubs
for your garden.

COLOR CHOICEF L O W E R I N G  S H R U B S

Lo & Behold™ Blue Chip Butterfly Bush




