
A GARDEN CALENDAR FOR SPRING
. Trim the gordening budg* by growing from
seed. 0ld-foshioned onnuols l ike colendulo,
slocks, Dianthus, lovolero, snopdrogons, sweel
peos, lurkspur ond cosmos offer moximum nec
tur ond pollen for benefkiol insects. Perenniols
ore solisfying to cuhivqte ond economicol: lry
Gntuureo, Delphinium, Echinarco, khinops,
Eryngium, Lobeliu, Penstemon Salviu, Verbens
bonorlensis qnd lovender.
. ldeol for edging or conloiners ond oftroclive lo
pol I inoto rs o re S chiza nth us, oly ssum, Ag er at u m,
flsrkia, Godetiu. Diilo for evening-scented stocks
(Mutthiolo bkornisl. Sow lhese sporingly in little
pols when weolher worms; when 5 lo 7.5 cm (2
lo 3 in.) loll, luck clumps into corners of showily
plonled conloiners siluoled where you linger on
summer evenings. Unremorkoble in the doylime,
theyle heovenly xenled ofler dork.
rAsweolher ond soil worm slightly Morrh through
lo June (depending on your oreo), plonl mizuno,
bok rhoi, tolsoi, gionl red muslord, olher Asion
greens, orugulo, moche, kole. Storl lelture in o
cool greenhouse or rold frome. According lo lrish
folklore, cobboge you seed while weoring your
nightrlothes on St. Polrick's Doy lhrives. Follow
wifi broccoli, broccoli roob (ropini), endive, leeks,
more lelluce, scollions, peos, potoloes, rodishes,
spinoch ond lurnips.
. lf you hove q heoled greenhouse, sow lomoloes
mid Morrh on lhe (oosl.
. Plont loods of herbs you use mosl - ponley,
chives, oregono, soge ond rosemory.
o Increose woody herb slock by loking cullings
lote Morch in wormer zones - lovender, thyme
ond rosemory rool eosily. Use grifly, fosl-droining
soil mix: lry 2 porls slerilized poiling soil to I port
eoch coorse sond ond perlile, borely moislened.
Plont six to eighl /.5-rm (3-in.) rullings per rleon
4-inch plosfic pot. (orefully remove oll but u few
lop leoves ond bury lhe cullings hulfwoy, lomping
the soil lightly. (over with o plostic bog ond secure
wilh elonic. Ploce in o shehered lorotion; boilom
heol speeds rooling.
. In lhe fourlh week of Anril slorl o few zucchini
seeds - tl lypes. (Woil unill Moy lo sow 'Lemon
Gem', other rukes, squosh, pumpkins.)
. The soil needs to wurm - usuolly lole April -
for beels ond chord. Spore the seed 5 cm (2 in.)
oporl. Thinning lip: following porkoge/cotologue

diredions, corefully lronsplonl exres seedlings lo
onolher spol ond wqler in well.
r (orrols plonted in rold soil don't do well ond
moy nol form rools - lole April is usuolly okoy
on lhe (oosl. Ensure no fresh monure or composl
wos odded lo fte rorrol bed lesl rools berome mis-
shopen, forked or hoiry. lf soil is cold, prep lhe
rorrol bed by digging in complele orgonir ferlil-
izer; odd sond if necesory. Go for fine soil tilth,
removing rorks, debris. (urrol seeds ore smoll ond
finicky - plont when you're unhurried, or use o
seed-spocer. [over wifi 0.5 cm (% in.) of fine soil
ond pres down well. (I ip: ploce o boord on the
row ond lightly pres or slep on il.) Keep lhe oreo
moisl wilh frequenl fine sprinkling until germino-
fion is noled. 0r lry sowing seed, evenly spoced,
in 4-inch pols, lhen lronsplonling fie enlire clump
into o pre-dug hole when lhe soil hos wormed.
.510r1 l0m0l0es eorly April indoors or in o cool
greenhouse. Boltom heol hoslens germinolion.
Tomuloes need good venlilofion ond moderole
heol; consider shode dofi for fte greenhouse for
wormer monlhs.
. (hoose o cloudy doy or eorly morning for tons-
plonfing. lf itt suddenly sunny, shode seedlings
wilh upside-down boskels, newspoper lents or o
beoch umbrello for the first doy.
. Rule of thumb for plont height relolive lo lhe
size of gorden beds: u 1.8 m wide (6 fl.) bed
looks best when lhe lollesl plonls (in the middle
or lowords the bork, depending on fte siluolion)
ore 0.9 m (3 ft.) toll.
. Ferli l ize redor ond olher hedges in April bul
go eosy. More food equols fosler growlh ond
frequent pruning.
. Red lelluce is hot! Try'Red Bullersworlh',
'Revelolion', '(ordinolef 'Merloti 'Lollo Rosuf
'Redino' ond more! Tuck them into plonfers ond
in chorteuse/yellowflower borders for edible orl.
tor lender, aisp leoves, lelluce musl grow qukkly,
so woler well ond feed regulorly.
o Snip or pinch sweel peos when lhey're l0 lo
12.5 cm (4 to 5 in.)tollfor multi-stemmed plonts
wilh oodles of frogrqnl blooms.
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Contoined
BEAUTY
WHar BETTER EXPREsSEs THE Joy of spring ihon o conroiner spilling
over with o vibront mix of flowers? The pond-side potterned gronite
contoiner in eorth tones mokes o fitting controsi to the goiety of the
blooms. This design would work iust os well ploced ot on enhonce or
nestled into o rock gorden

Perenniol Arqbis Pink SequinsrM (rock cress) covers the bose with
its wooly, gre, evergreen leoves, while its pink flowers tend to troil.
Hordy to zone 3, it finishes blooming in spring ond is the only plont in
this conloiner thot requires deodheoding. Topping the orrongemenr
ore purple Erysimum lVinter Joy' (zone 6) ond Primulo ChicrM in
Pink (zone 3), both of which willbloom spring into summer. Finish
offwith o few Violo'Etoin' (zone 4); its lemon-yellow flowers wifh o
lovender morgin odd o bright note thot corries right on into fqll.

Site in portiol sun, woter regulorly ond enioy the ever-chonging
tronsition of colour ocross three seqsons. - Cindy Wu
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