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Eric Hofley / Michigan Gardener

With its sturdy, clumping habit, Perilla can be an
annual edging plant.

Julia Hofley / Julia’s Big Life

Perilla is a vigorous, reliable grower.
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Perilla
Botanical name: Perilla (per-ILL-uh)

Plant type: Annual (a tender perennial used as an annual)

Plant size: 24-48 inches tall, 18-24 inches wide

Habit: Clumping mound

Leaf color: A mix of purple, pink, magenta, green, and 
cream

Light: Sun or part shade

Uses: Large mixed containers, annual beds, mixed 
borders

Remarks: Leaves resemble coleus; perilla is a sturdier 
plant than coleus. Tolerates drought, heat and shade. 
Colorful foliage; low maintenance. Seeds are sterile, so 
plant will not reseed.
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